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and is now generally received. The Mosaic
authorship and the historical character of
even the earliest chapters of Genesis seemed
then to all schools in England an essential
part of revelation. If they were disproved,
the structure would fall. There was a storm
of protest; for a moment Pusey and Shaftes-
bury joined their forces, and Bishop Gray
of Capetown, using the liberty of a voluntary
Church, gave effect to the wishes of a majority
of the bishops and clergy in England. He
uttered an excommunication which did not
affect Colenso's legal status, and which was
ignored by his English friends. Stanley,
for instance, subsequently invited him to
preach in Westminster Abbey.

There was, in fact, a steady growth of
feeling within the Church in favour of less
dogmatism. It won a striking victory in
1865, when the rigid Elizabethan form of
subscription for the clergy, which ran,
" I willingly and from my heart subscribe "
to the Articles and Prayer Book " and to all
things therein contained," was modified into
the vaguer profession of a belief that the
doctrine of the Church, as therein set forth,
is cc agreeable to the word of God." It is
evident to-day that the question relative
to the Bible at the ordination of deacons